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READER. 


H E following Letter was writ ſome 
F time ſince, when its Author had the 
Fleaſure of a ſhort Retirement in the Coun- 
| try, and with a Deſign to be made Publick ; 
but upon his coming back to Town, his own 
Affair, giving a new Turn to his Thoug hts, 
| be was reſolv'd to ſuppreſs it. Of this 0- 
| pinion he continu'd, but at Length one of 
his Intimate Acquaintance having procur d a 
' Sight of it, be thought the cloſe Friendſhip 
| there was betwixt ' em, would be a ſuf fitiend 
Authority for his venturing to ſend it to the 
Preſs, tho he did not thorowly acquaint 
A 2 him 
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(4) 
him with bis Deſign. Accordingly, That 
Gentleman, who ſets a Value upon Every 
Thing that comes from the ſame Hand, put 
it into Mine, to the end that I might Publiſh 
it; which I have new done, not in the leaſt 
doubting but "twill meet with as favourable 


a Reception, as I am told by Good Judge it 
deſ. er pes. : 
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An ANSWER, &c. 


Madam, 


AST Week I receiv'd your obliging Letter, 
as alſo the little Tratt incloſed, which I have 
ſince: look d over, and am furpriz'd to hear 
| that fo mean a Performance ſhould have any 
other effect on its Readers, (who you ſay too are very 
numerous) than that of drawing Pity from them on the 
poor obſcure Author. But when you tell me that ſe- 
veral Men in Black have recommended it, my Won- 
der begins to ceaſe; ſince we have often, and particu- 
larly of late, experienc'd, That the Influence they have 
on the Populace is ſufficient to make them believe Black 
is White, and White is Black, in the fame Hour. 
As I have always declar'd my ſelf an Admirer of the 
Fair Sex, I ſhould juſtly deſerve their moſt ſevere Cen- 
ſure, did I neglect the leaſt Opportunity of demonſtra- 
ting that J am really fo, by my Readineſs to ſerve 
them: And I hope Du will have no Reaſon to com- 
plain, when you find me even acting out of Character, 
in order to do it. As for my own Part, I ſhall think 
J have a much more lawful Call to the Preſs, than the 
Perſon I am {peaking of, who, it ſeems, had no other 
than that of finding out a Method for the diſpoſing of 
his & Sunday Evenings and rainy Days; whereas mine 
was purely Obedience to the Commands of a very vir- 
tuous and ingenious Lady. 
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um IR * 22 


92 pride The End of his Preface, By 
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By this, I have given you to know, 'tis my Deſtgn 
to ſpend the beſt Part of a Day or two in your Ser- 
vice, and that by making ſome Remarks on the Pam- 
phlet you ſent me: But before I go any farther, give 
me Leave to ſay, I think it no otherwiſe worthy of 
ſo Pablick Notice, than as V have honour'd it with 
a Reading, and as it will give me an Opportunity of 
making others as ſenſible as we are ourſelves, that how 
fit ſoever the Writer of it might be for a Churchwar- 
den, he was but badly qualify'd for an Author. This 
I think fit to mention here for the fake of the Man, 
whoſe Vanity 1 fear would elſe be apt to ſwell him ſo 
much at firſt Sight of my Epiſtle, that he would bę in 
7 2 of burfting, before he could read to the 
of it. 8 
Having ſpoke of a Churchwarden, I can't torbear 
taking Notice of the Blunder our Diſcourſer has com- 


mitted at his firſt ſetting out, even in the very Begin- 


ning of his Preface to by Neighbours, where he tells 
them 0 fappoſe in order to det his Readers know what 
a valuable Man he was) that fince they have been pleas'd 
to chuſe him Cimrehwarden, &c. when tis notorious that 
the Parſon only did it: And how far he has rewarded 
that Gentleman, for the Reſpect he ſhew'd him in 
the Choice, may be learnt from the Complement he 
makes him a little after, where he ſays, that Obſerving 
in THIS PL ACE a general Decay of Chriſtianity, what 
through the caſting bff all Religion and the Fear of God, 


by ſome, and the miſguided Zeal and ſuperſtitions Cm- 


rexts of others, and the Tndifferency, Indecency and Pro- 
phanation of many; 1 know no better Way to diſcharge 
my Duty to God, to my Superiors, and to your Souls, 
than by putting this following Diſcourſe into your Hands. 
This is a molt diſmal Character of a Pariſh indeed ! 
But *tis probable the Parſon of H may have 


too much good Nature in him to imagine this Satyr as 
grinning at himſelf; tho' you know it is an old Say- 
ing, Like Prieſt, like People, and nothing can be more 
natural than to ſuppoſe, from theſe Lines, that the 
Miniſter was very negligent of his Duty, and therefore 
our Author, tho' a Layman, was willing to ſupply his 
ficiency, 


(9) | 
Deficiency, by publiſhing a more edifying Diſcourſe of 
his own. But be that as it will, if the Clergy can 
pick ont no better Men among the Laity, than ſuch 
as our Author is, I am confident their Cauſe would be 
thought never the worſe, if they made ule of none of 
em at all to vindicate it. 

You will obſerve, Madam, He has divided his Diſ- 
courſe into Three Parts, but one of which relates to 
the Diſſenters, and that is the Second; wherefore I 
ſhall not concern my felt with the other two, though 
if a Man had a Mind to be merry, 'twere eaſie to di- 
vert both himſelf and his Readers, not a little, with 
the Inconſiſteneies and Abſurdities contain'd in them 
both : But as they happen to be committed in the hand- 
ling of Subjects wherein we are all agreed, and as Iam 
ſorry that theſe ſhould be manag'd by no better a Pen, 
I ſhall decline taking that Advantage of expoſing him, 
eſpecially ſince I ſee there will be ſo much Room to 
do it, in what more immediately lies in my Way. 
However there is one thing, which I think deſerves 
not to miſs of a ſhort Animadverſion, and 'tis towards 
the latter End of the Book. The Ditcourſer having 
obſerv'd the indecent and irreverent Performance of Di- 
vine Worſhip by ſome of the Eftabliſh'd Church, and the 
great Scandal the ſame adminiſters to Religion; in p. 
53. he fays, that Would all of our Communion 
< worſhip God with that Degree of Devotion which 
the Holy Offices of our Church do naturally pro- 
© mote, and every where ſtrictly command; I dare 
© affirm, the moſt violent Diſſenter, were he but ho- 
© neſt, would be fo far convin'd, as that falling domn 
© on his Face, he would worſhip God and ſay, that God 
© was in us of a Truth. When before, in p. 49. he had 
own'd, that the Diſſenters are ſerious and devout in their 
Worſhip, and ſeem awfully affected with the Apprehenſion 
65 the Divine Preſence among them. Now His being, 


0, Why may not a Diſſenter, according to the ſame 
Argument, dare affirm, that the moſt violent Church- 
man, were he but honeſt, muſt be fo far convinc'd, 
as that falling down on his Face, he would worſhip 
God and ſay, that God was in them of a Truth? 


But 
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Put it may be our Author, who in this Piece pretends 
to do more than all his Predeceſſors have done, will 
likewiſe pretend to alter the eternab Nature of Things, 
and affirm, That the fame which are good and com- 
mendable in the one, become the reverſe” when prac- 
tis'd by the other. | 
I ſhall now, before I return to my principal Deſign, 
take notice of a great Miſtake the Diſcourſe lies under, 
as well in the Jutroduction, as throughout his whole 
Diſcourſe, whieh is this; He would fain inſinuate into 
his Readers, that becaule 'tis a Duty to worſhip God 
as publickly and conjointly as poſſible, therefore all 
ought to conform to the National Church. Now any 
one but our Diſcourſer would have drawn a quite dif- 
ferent Concluſion from thence, and ſay, That there- 
fore Men ought not to add to the Word of God, 
which is the only Rule of our Faith, and Guide to 
gur Practice, by impoſing ſuch Things as are acknow- 
j»dg'd to be Indifferent, and not Neceſſary to Salva- 
tion; but we ſhonld bear with, and forbear one ano- 
ther in Love, and endeavour to accommodate Matters 
ef Religion to every one's Content and Satisfaction; 
not giving Scandal to, and laying Stumbling-Blocks 
before Souls for whom Chriſt died. This we find was 
the Opinion of the pious and learned Biſhop Taler, 
Biſhop Daverant, Biſhop Hall, Dr. Potter, Dr. Stil- ] 
lin fleet, and many other celebrated Divines of the 
Caurch of England, as may be ſeen in the Proteftant © 
Reconciler, Ch. 7. to which I refer you: And finding ! 
am like to have an Occaſion for ſpeaking more | 
; 
5 


largely on theſe Things hereafter, I will for the pre- 
ſent only inſert an Obſervation of one of the moſt 
Judicions Men above-nam'd, to this purpoſe : * There 
* is nothing (ſays he) in which the Primitive Church ' © 
© deſerves more to be imitated by us, than in that 
admirable Temper, Moderation,, and Condeſcenſion, | 
© which was uſed in it towards all the Members of it. | 
| 


7 


„never thought worth the while to make any 
* {ranging Law for Rites and Cuſtoms that had no 
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* other Original, but Tradition; much leſs. to ſuſpend 
© Men her Communion, for not obſerving them.” 
Our Author begins Pag. 31. thus. 2. I come in the 
next Place to ſhew the dangerous Miſtakes of thoſe who 


forſabe the Communion of the A upon preterte of 
is 


Conſcience, and for fear of Sin. is very kind! 

done of him, AR; The DiſEaters will be exttentaly 
obliged to him for ſpending his Sunday Evenings and 
Rainy Days, if he could after ſo doing, be able to con- 
vince them of their Miſtabe, and put them into the 
right Road of Salvation: But what if at length it 
ſhould appear, that he is in the wrong himſelf? If fo, 
I doubt he will one day find, he has made but ill uſe 


of his Time, in taking ſo much Pains to lead others 


into the ame Misfortune. We ſhall try this anon, 
and at preſent will however fancy that he thinks him- 
ſelf at leaſt in the right. 

He proceeds: And here I foreſee I Hall ſay ſuch 
Things as will ſeem ſharp to ſome Perſons :, but there are 
many ſevere Truths which are ſometimes neceſſary to be 
ſpoken ;, and ſuch Patients as cannot hear the ſearching o 
their Wounds, often miſcarry under more gentle Methods 
He has a ſtrange Foreſight with him! For 
my part, I don't foreſee any Danger the Diſſenters are 
in of being made the leaſt uneaſy at any thing that 
will drop from his inſipid Pen; it is much more likely 
they will be made to laugh by it ; for all I fear is, that 


we have to do with a Qzack, and that ſort of Mortals 


are more famous for diderting than curing their Pa- 
tients. What gives too much reaſon for this Suſpi- 
cion, is, that he has ſo great a Conceit of himſelf, and 
at the fame time ſo mean an one of all others“; inſi- 
nuating as if no body had yet throughly ſearch'd our 
Wounds, but that now he deſign'd todo it to the pur- 
poſe with his own moſt dextrous Hand. However 
we'll ſee what he can do; I wiſh he may not cut and 
ſaſh where there is no need. | 
But (ſays he) God is my Witneſs, I have no Intent 
to anger any Man. | know not what his Intent ma 
de, but I dare ſay none will be ger by him — 
| | it 


5 CS. 
it be his beſt Friends, for his meddling in Matters he 
knows ſo little of. And for that Cauſe ſhall confine my- 
Jelf to ſuch Arguments only as ſeem neceſſary for clearieg 
the Point in hand. I am glad to hear we are like to 
have ſome clear Arguments; tis what is ſeldom to be 
met with in very conſiderable Authors of his Party, 
when they are writing on this Subject ; but, 'tis like, 
ours may have more to ſay than all that have gone be- 
fore him: However I don't ſee that he is more con- 
fn'd than his Brethren ; for I know not of what uſe 
Arguments are that do not tend to the clearing of the 


Point in hand, at leaſt I can aſſure him, where I meet | 
With ſuch I have never the good Manners te take any 


Notice of 'em. Avoiding (quoth he) as much as can 
be, every thing that will exaſpcrate ;, as I intimated be- 
fore, he need not be in much Pain about that. He 
adds, For I take it as a Rule, that thoſe who endeavour 
ro pleaſe God, and ſave their Souls, ought to be treated 
with the greutesh Compaſſion, and mo3t tender Regard, 
iobent ver they miſtake in the Means of attaining it. His 
Rule is very good, and what the Diſſenters would be 


extreamly willing to practife towards him, were they 
really perfwaded he endeavour'd ro pleaſe God, and fave | 


his Sul But, by the way, it ſeems to be no ſmall 


Reflection on the Juſtice of the Almighty, to ſay, that ö 


after a Perſon has done his utmoſt to pleaſe him, and 
to procure his own Salvation; that he ſhould, notwith- 
ſtanding, mils of it at laſt; which is no more than be- 
ing miſtaken in the Means of attaining it. He continbes, 
And it he better to avoid any Hurſi n(ſs in this Diſcourſe, 
1 ſhall wave every thing that locks lie D.ſputation, This, 
how little ſoever it /ooks [ike Diſputation, looks very 
much as if he had a mind to fly from his Promiſe he 
made a fee Lines above, which was to vſe Arguments; 
and how it is poſlible to write to the purpoſe on a 
diſputable Point, and not write any thing that looks 
like Diſputation, I can't well underſtand; and what 
reaſon he has to & hope it may have a better Effect than 
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diſputing generally hath, and prove a more pomerſul Way 
of Conviction to all well-meaning Perſons, than the moſt 
unanſmerable Reaſons have hitherto done, is ſtill more to 
be admired; nor is it eaſie to be accounted for, unleſs 
he fancies the Diſſenters are like a Flock of filly, yet 
harmleſs Sheep, which are more affrighted at he im- 
patent Yelpings of a little Puppy dangling after em, 
than they are at the manly Voice of their Driver. 
Having now made a very grave Apology, he with 
as much ſeeming Seriouſneſs falls to the Work, but a- 
lag! Has already ſuperſeded the Neceſſity of my at- 
tending him any longer; for on a ſudden, he drops his 
Deſign of 8 and thoſe which he pro- 
mis'd ſhould be novel and indiſput ing ones, are now 
become none at all; for he declares, & He will not ar- 
gue the Neceſſity of Church-Communion, but will apply 
himſelf to the Conſciences of theſe Men. Tis very Ci- 
vil of him however, to allow that this is the eaſieſt 
Way to work _ the Diſſenters; for ſome of their 
Adverſaries will ſcarſely admit them to have any Con- 
ſciences, and therefore are for convincing them after a 
Shorver Method, as if the great Creator of the Univerſe 
who made nothing in vain, and who gave to every 
Man a reaſonable Soul, endued with noble Faculties, 
could be content for one Part of the Species to forbid 
the other the Exerciſe of 'em; and that thoſe ſhould have 
a Power to teach theſe how to worſhip their Common 
Benefattor, in the ſame Manner that Dogs and Horſes 
are taught to obey their Maſters! But the Way that 
he applies himſelf to the Conſciences of theſe Men, is 
by bidding them in Order to diſcover the Sincerity of 
their Hearts, Seriouſly to ast themſelves the following 
Queens If you will promiſe not to laugh, Madam, 
Ie keep my Countenance too, if that be poſſible, 
whilſt talking to ſo ſad a merry Gentleman: And to 
humour him a little, becauſe I know he loves to be 
thought a Champion for the Church (tho' I doubt he 
is mult aken in the Means of attaining that Character) I 
p — —— — — —_——— 
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will ſpeak to each of his Queſtions, but muſt firſt let 
him know, that I could have put him Fifty in leſs 
Time than I have been writing this; and when I had 
done, ſhould be far from thinking I had offer'd one 
Argument in Favour of the Cauſe I eſpouſed. 

But let us hear what a Knack our Author has at 
dealing with the Couſciences of People. The Firſt 
Queſtion the Diſſenter is to ask himſelf is, æ Whether 
he aid ever throughly and impartially conſider, That it ts 
a very great Sin to make Diviſions and Separations in 
the Church of Chriſt? O fad! What the very Firſt 
ar too? Why Dich, Dicky, you have ſpoil'd 
all now; this looks as if you ſtill retain'd ſome of 
your old Principles, and were willing to wound ano- 
ther Sort of People thro* the Sides of the Diſſenters; 
I wiſh you do not make ſome Folks ſuſpect the Since- 
rity of your Converſion. —— Pardon me Madam 
But ſurely if our Author had not form'd this Queſti- 
on on a Rainy Day, when the Weather had an evil 
Influence on his Brain, he muſt needs have known, 
that it would much better fit choſe than theſe; and 
the beſt that can be faid for it is, that twas an A, 
ternoon's Production. But hoping he may read this on 
a ſerene Day, and when his Head is in better Order, 
I will do no other to convince him of his ualucky Miſ- 
take, than in his own way, apply my ſelf to his Con- 
ſcience, by putting him a Caſe; which I hope he will 

rmit me to do for once, ſeeing he has ſo often ta- 
ken that Liberty with oer People. Suppoſe then a 
Parcel of Gentlemen had g reed amongſt themſelves 
to meet once a Week at Nn, on Purpoſe to drink 
a Health to King George, and Froſperity to the pre- 
ſent Happy Eſtabliſhment, but had made a Whimſi- 
cal Order too, that none ſhould be admitted into their 
Society, except ſuch as could not only write god Eng- 
1:5, but alſo be able to demonſtrate any Propoſition 
in Euclid; and it happen'd that there was one Mr. 
Se of the ſame Place, as loyal a Man as any of 
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em all, who had a great Deſire to enjoy their Con- 
verſation, but by Reaſon either of the Neglect of his 
Parents m his Education, or thro' his own want of 
Genius, he was not capable to perform either of the 
Things prerequir'd, and therefore could not be ad- 
mitted : However, he bore this Diſadvantage as eaſily 
as he could, and took all Opportunities of ſhewing his 
Loyalty in other Company; but notwithſtanding that, 
a certain Member of this haughty Club met him one 
Day, and told him he was a Jacobite, to which he an- 
ſwer'd, no, he was not, for he loud his Majeſty King 
George as well as himſelf; but t'other reply'd again, 
that can never be, for if ycu did, you would come to our 
Club. Now I ask our Author, 7 order to diſcover the 
Sincerity of his Heart, whether he thinks this honeſt, 
tho' illiterate Gentleman can be blam'd, vs wilfully 
abſenting himſelf from the Club; or whether the 
Fault will not rather lie on them who requir'd ſuch 
previous Term, as were no wiſe neceſſary to his be- 
ing a very worthy Member, and good Companion, I 
believe our Author would not be long, in determining 
this Point, and Ile engage, if he will be ingenuons, 
he ſhall find as little Difficulty in that which gave oc- 
caſion for my mentioning it. 

; But let us hear him again, * Now (ſays he) the Sin- 
| fulneſs hereof (i. e. of cauſing Diviſions and Separati- 
ons in the Church of Chriſt) appears not only from thoſe 
many ſtrict Commands the Goſpel gives us to Love and UV- 
nion, too many to be cited in this Paper, but alſo from 
' thoſe terrible Denunciations the Scriptures give againſt 
Strife, Seditions and Hereſies, that they are ſuch Works 
| of the Fleth as exclude Men from the Kingdom of God. 
The Diſſenters are very ſenſible of the Sinfulneſs of cauſ- 
ing Diviſions and Separations in the Church of Chrift, 
and therefore wiſh that thoſe who are guilty, would 
confider of it ino## than they ſeem to do. As for them- 
ſelves, they (according to the Commands of the Goſ- 
pel) endeavour to cultivate Love and Union as much 


* Diſcourſc, p. 32. 
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as poſſible, and would be very glad if all others did the 
ame. They profeſs to love all that love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in Sincerity, of what Perſwaſion ſoever, and par- 
ticularly that of the Church of England, with whom they 
are willing to commune Perſonally, but can't do it up- 
on any other Terms than thoſe of our Saviour, whom 
ey eſte*m as ſole Legiſlator of his Church. They 
think with one of the Fathers, * That it is an unwor- 
1 Thing for Chriſtians to condemn one another, for thoſe 
Things which do not at all commend em to God: And 


are entirely of Opinion in this matter, with the in- 


comparable Archbiſhop Tillot ſon, who in his Diſcourſe 
on the Parable of the Ten Virzins, obſerves the cha- 
ritable Decorum which our bleſſed Saviour ſeems care- 
ful to keep in all his Parables, in which he always 
ſuppoſes that among thoſe who enjoy the Goſpel, and 
make Profe ſſion of it, that the Number of thoſe wha 
are fincere, are equal to thoſe that are not. And 
© whether, ſays this good Man, this be particularly in- 
tended or not, it may however be thus far inſtruc- 
tive to us, that we ſhould be fo far from leſſening 
the Number of the Chriſtians, and from confinin 
the Church of Chriſt within a narrow Compaſs, 15 
as to exclude out of its Communion, the far greateſt 
Part of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity; that on the 
. contrary, we ſhould enlarge the Kingdom of Chr 
as much we can, and extend our Charity to all Chur- 
ches and Chriftians of-what Denomination ſoever, as 
far as Regard to Truth, and to the Foundation of 
the Chriſtian Religion will permit us to believe and 
hope well of them; and rather be contented to err 
a little on the favourable and charitable Part, than 
to be miſtaken in the cenſorious and damning Side. 
Yet the Diſſenters can't conceive that the Commands 
of Love and Union which are to be met with in the 
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* Indignum eſt propter ea que nos Deo negq, dignuores, 
eq, indigniores poſſunt facere, alii alios vel Condemne- 
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G ofpel; do extend fo far as to oblige them to be of any 
Religion, meerly becauſe it has the Authority of Men 
on its ſide, although it be recommended under the 
moſt ſpecious Pretences; nor do they think the manly; 
plain and ſpiritual Inſtitutions of Christ ſtand in need 
of any external Pomp or Show, to ſet forth the Truth 
and Excellency of them. They are not for impoſing 
their own Fancies and Opinions on others, but mo- 
deſtly deſire Leave to worſhip God according to the 
Direction of his own Head. By taking their Saviour 
for their Guide, they are ſure of going aright, and of 
pleaſing him; which they are not ſure to do in com- 
plying with the Humours, and following the Devices 
of frail and fallible Men. | 

As to rhe Denunciations which the Scriptures give 
againſt Strife, Sedition, and Hereſy:s, our Author is 
very baſe, or rather fooliſh, in applying them ſo par- 
ticularly to the Difſenters : For tho theſe are Crimes 
which may be met with amongſt all ſorts of Peoplez 
yet it would be no difficult Task, to prove, that they 
are leſs rampant among them, than ſome others. And 
I would ask our Author, what more warm and un- 
charitable Diſputes have there been than betwixt ſome 
of the Epiſcopal Church ? witneſs the Conteſts about 
Convocation-Privileges, the Diſtinctions and Scuffles 
about High Church and Low, with innumerable others 
both formerly and of late. That there have been Se- 
ditions Within the Pale of the ſame Church, is but too 
well known: I need only mention the ſaucy and tur- 
bulent Carriage of certain Presbyters towards their 
Biſhops; on ſome Occaſions aſſerting that they are 
Jure Divino, and much their Superiors nay, that 
they are veſted with a Power in their ſeveral Dioceſſes, 
not inferiour to that of abſolute Monarchs, tho at 
other times they will ſpeak as diminutively of them, 
and beg leave to be underſtood to mean ſuch Eiſhops 
only as they themſelves approve. 

And then what more abſurd and ridiculous, as well 
as wicked and profane Notions were there ever 
broach'd by Men, than have been taught by 155 in 

om 
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Communion with the Eftabliſh'd Church? Has dur 
Author forgot, or did he never hear that Mr. Dodwell, | 


Dr. Hickes, Mr. Le/ley, and Dr. S-—t, are, or were 
all of that Church ? To give him a Taſte of the three 
former Writers, (becauſe *twouvld be too tedious to 
quote their Words at length) I will refer him to a 
little Pamphlet, call'd, the * Nem Catechiſm ; and as 
for the latter, tis enough to ſay, he was the Author 
of the Tale of a Tub. I could cite many other livin 
Inſtances to this purpoſe, were it neceſſary ; but 
think it ſufficient to = prov'd, at leaſt, that Here- 
ſies are not to be met with only amongſt the Diſſenters. 
And our Diſcourſer is miſtaken, if he thinks that a 
bare Separation from an Eſtabliſh'd Church will deno- 
minate ſuch a one a Heretich, for that is taking for 
granted, that a Religion muſt be undoubtedly Or: 
thodox, becauſe tis Eſtabliſh'd , which is to ſuppoſe, 
that the Civil Magiſtrate has a peculiar Gitt of making 
the ſame Opinion true or falle, by his ſuffering or 
denying it to be profeſſed. 

He proceeds, This being ſo (ſays he) one would 
think, that thoſe who affcët to be call Men of tender 
Conſciences, ſhould not ſo haſtily engave in ſuch a Separa- 
tien, until they had thronehly examin's the Reaſons, and 
were upon good Grounds ſatisty'd of the neceſſity thereof, 
Now he poorly begs the Queſtion again; for the 
Difſenters ſav, that as they are Men of tender Con- 
ſciences, (with which Term he affects to twit them) 
ſo they did not huſtily engage in ſuch a Separation, 
but did it upon good Grounds; and as they fully exa- 
min'd the Reaſons, fo they are fully perſwaded of the 
Neceſſityv thereof: And J am apt to think, that if our 
Diſcourſer had ſo well confider'd what it is to ſet up 
for an Inſtructor of others, he would have ſeen it Ne- 
ceſſary to have read and learnt a little more himſelf, 


before he had ſo haftily turn'd Author, which would 


have ſaved much of his own, Reputation, as well as 
me of rilquing mine, by conſidering of him as ſuch. 
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He goes on, For he who ſeriouſly conſiders, myft f nom, 
that it is a Sin to ſeparate without a juſt Cj”, fron 4 
National Church, as well as to jon in an Idolot-y4is I or- 


ip. 1 need not anſwer this any other Way than by 
turning it upon him: The Diſſenters have ſcriouſly 


conſider d, and therefore believe it is as great a Sin to 


' Conform to a National Church, when there 2 a just 


Cauſe to the contrary, as to joyn in an Idolotrous Wor- 
ſhip; and as he ſays preſently after, an upright Man ts 
equally careful to avoid every Sin. But I mutt here tell 
him once for all, that a Church is a voluntary Society 
of Chriſtians, met together in order to ſerve God, 
and perform all the Publick Duties of their Religion; 
and whether it be, or be not Eſtabliſi d, is no Argu- 
ment with me why I ſhall, or ſhall not enter my ſelf 
a Member of it. As 'tis by my own Faith and good 
Works through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, I am to be 
ſaved, ſo I may make Choice of what Methods I think 
maſt likely for the attaining that End. And ſince the 
fame Directions to Heaven are alike given to all, and 
another Perſon cannot anſwer for me, if I miſs of 
finding it at laſt, 'tis abſurd and rediculous to imagine 
that he has a better Right to draw me after him, than 
| have to take him along with me; or that every one 
is not at his Liberty to go that way which he thinks 


' beſt; it being never ſuppoſed that any Body would 


willingly go the wrong, or /cek the Deſtruction of his 

own Soul. | 
If then, ſays our Author, it be confidersd that the far 
greater Part of our Diſſenteys are incapable of examining 
the Reaſons of their Seperation; ſince the Things in Cen- 
troverſy are above their Capacities, &c. This is certain- 
ly one of the pleaſanteſt Writers that ever was; a lit- 
tle above, he is angry with the Diſſenters tor engaging 
ſo haſtily in a Separation, before they have examin'd the 
Reaſons thereof; and here he lays they are incapable of 
doing, it, the Things in Controverſie being above their 
Capacities. So that the poor Diſſenters are ſure to in- 
curr this Gentleman's Diſpleaſure both ways; if they 
alledge that they have er examin'd the Things 
in 
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in Contreverſte, tis making themſelves Judges of mat- * 
ters that are above their Capacities; and yet if they 
do not, tis as bad, for then they haſtily engage in a 
Separation, without examining the Reaſons thereof. 
wonder when he'll complain of any one for too ha- 
ſtily Conforming, or for pretending to underſtand the | 
things in Controverſie afterwards; I preſume he thinks | 
the Act of Conforming will attone for any Miſ-Con- 
duct of that Kind. | 

But I would fain know of him what thoſe Things 
are, that are above our Capacities: Are they ſuch, 
without the Knowledge of which, we can't be fav'd ? 
Surely he won't fay ſo; fot that were to contradict a 
Maxim in Chriſtianity, viz. That every Thing may be 
known by a Good Man, that is neceſſary to Salvation : 
If then theſe Thinks are not neceſſary, what need we 
be in Pain for the Want of em? And tho' our Au- 
thor is pleaſed to ſpeak ſo meanly of the Capacities of 
the Diſſenters, yet as God beſtows his Gifs in com- 

on, both to the good and to the bad, tis much the 

iſſenters may not be ſuppos'd to have their Share; 
And he himſelf will allow that fome of 'em have 
which it may be he does for his own fake; and i 
ſhould wonder elſe how He came to be fo good a 
Judge of the Things in Controverſie, it being well | 
known that he was once a Differtter himſelf; and I 
Fan ſcarce be fo nncharitable as to think he afterwards 
blindly went over to the Eſtabliſh'd Church without 
a previous Examination; for that were to act contra- 
ry to his own Doctrine, which is & That there is a © 
Neceſſity for being very well alſur d that the Terms of © 
Communion are finful, bcfore we ſhould preſume to ſepa- 
rate. Now altho' he there fpeaks of a National Church, 
the Rule maſt as ſtrongly hold with Reſpect to any - 
other, which we happen to be brought up in: For, as 
he favs ſoon after, rhe unt of ſuch an Aſſurance would 
| rmvolve us in the Guilt of Schiſm, ſhould the Cauſe of un 
1 Separation be never ſo juſtifiable. Beſides, if the Dif- | 
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courſer will have it, that the Diſſenters on Account of 
their weak Capacities are oblig'd to conform impli- 
citly to the Church of England, thoſe of the Nomiſb 
Communion will ſoon perſwade him, that the tame 
Reaſon will equally or more ſtrongly oblige as many 


ol them to go over to that of Rome, where there is what 


no other Church pretends to, an Infallible Guide 
which, indeed, by his manner of Reaſoning looks 
but too likely to be the Goal our Author is haſten- 
ing to. 

I think I have now fully anſwer'd every thing con- 
tain'd under this Queſtion, and ſhall only obſerve far- 
ther on it, that the Dsſcourſer, in order to poſſeſs his 
unwary Readers with a favourable Opinion of what 
he has advanc'd, places ſeveral Texts of Scripture in 
the Margin, as if he had Them on his ſide 5 which 
whoever will have the Curioſity to look into, muſt 
immediately be convinc'd, that they do not at all re- 
late to the matter in Hand, much leſs prove what he 
would ſeem to bring them for. As this is a manifeſt 
perverting of the Word of God, I think my ſelf con- 
cern'd, as I go along, with more than uſual Seriouſ- 
neſs, to cantion him of doing fo for the fature. He 
would do well to remember, that it contains eternal 
and unalterable Truths, and each Part of it has always 
the ſame Signification, and muſt be underſtood in the 
fame Senſe ; nor does any one Part contradict another; 
therefore That Man is guilty of a vile and abominable 
Practice, who will make uſe of it to ſupport his own 
indigeſted and abſurd Notions. 

Ihe next Queſtion that he bids the Diſſenters ask 
themſelves, is, & Whether their Separation from the E- 
Rtabliſh'd Church be upon true Principles of Conſcience ? 
To which I anſwer : One would think the Sufferings 
and Hardſhips which the Diſſenters have ſo often un- 
dergone, and the Diſadvantages they ſtill labour under 
for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, ſhould be ſo ma- 
ny undoubted Proofs of their being fincere in their 
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Pretenſions, that there could have been no room left 
tor ſuch a Queſtion as this now-a-days : But ſince our 
Author is ſo forgetful of all theſe, or elſe ſo ilI-natur'd 
as not to take any notice of em, I would ask him, 
Upon what Principles he thinks they do ſeparate, if 
not upon thoſe of Conſcience ? Either he knows ſome 
other Principles on whieh they ſeparate, or he does 
not; if he does, why haſn't he nam'd'em ? If he does 
not, Charity obliges him to think they do it on thoſe 
of Conſcience. He proceeds, and ſays, A fill Exa- 
mmation of this Matter is highly neceſſary, ſince a M. 
zake therein will be of fatal Conſequence fo your Souls. It 
this be true, I would adviſe him to look to it alſo , 
for, to uſe his own Simile, with a little Alteration, 
* As he who ſwears the contrary to what he knows, is 
perjured, tho he ſwears Truth; ſo he who conforms to 
2 National Church when he is perſwaded in his Con- 
icience that he ought not to do fo, tho in itfelf it be 
no Sin to do it, doth not conform out of Obedience 
to the Law of God, but in compliance with the Hu- 
mours of Men, and conſequently is guilty of ſuch a Sin 
as unrepented of will || plunge him into that State which 
arprives Men not of the Means of Salvation only, but of 
Salvation it ſelf. 
XX For, ſays he, as a Conſcience well directed, is 
indeed beyond the Controul of any Earthly Power, 
© having the Authority of Heaven to plead in its Juſ- 
© tification, and therefore neither will, nor ought to 
< yield or comply to the Commands of Men, where- 
ever they contradict the Commands of God: So on 
the other hand, a bare pretence of Conſcience, in 
diſobey ing our Governors, either in Church or State, 
* and thereby diſturbing the Peace of both, or either, 
is ſuch a high Provocation to God, and an Affront 
to oor Superiore, as calls for ſevere Puniſhments in 
this Life, and more dreadful ones in that to come.” 
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worſt of it is, our Author, I fear, will not count any 
one well directed, till it chime in with ſuch and ſuch 
? Notions as he himſelf approves, which is making his 
own Conſcience the 5tandard of other People's; where- 
as every one muſt ſtand or fall by his own. 


I allow 
too, that a bare Pretence of Conſcience, &c. is a Hieh 
Provocation to God, and as it will, I doubt not, meet 


- with dreadful Puniſhments in another World, fo it de-+ 


© ſerves the ſevereſt one in this: But the Queſtion is, 
How our Governors will be able to know when a Man 


, 
[ 


| 


- 


acts the Hypocrite, and when not? If they ſhould pu- 
niſh a Man as barely pretending Conſcience, and he 
ſhould happen to have a Conſcience wel! directed, then 


they would puniſh the Guiltleſs, and ſo heap Coals of 
Fire on their own Heads; but if he ſhould really de- 
' ſerve it, yet as tis what they could not be aſſur d of, 
they would nevertheleſs be Guilty of exceeding the 


Bounds of their Commiſſion, and acting without their 


\ Juriſdiction, which is no leſs than ſetting aſide the 
Authority of Heaven, and making themſelves Judges 
of Matters which are beyond the Controul of any Earth;- 
ly Power. 


But now our Author is going to ſet up for a Citicł 


too, as well as he has aleady done for a Caſuit; and 
although the Attempt be beyond my Expectation, the 
Succeſs is not ſo; for how indifferently he performs, 


will appear very ſoon. And that many, ſays he, who . 


| talk much of Conſcience, and would be thought to govern 


their whole Lives 7 


in the Nature an 


its Direct ion, are yet very ignoranr 
Office of it, ſeems evident from the 
improper aud impertinent Uſe they make of the Word Con- 


| ſctence;, Why what Uſe do they make of it? Oh tru- 


: 


ly they are ſuch Boobies as to ſay (what to be ſure no 


body in the World would beſides themſelves) * I thin 


in iny Conſcience, I believe in my Conſcience, or my Con- 
ſcicuce tells me it is thus or thus; when rey mean me 
more by it, than only its their Opinion or Judgment that 


it is ſo or ſo, This is a bad Buſineſs indeed! In Order 
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there fore (ſays this knowing one) to give ſuch Alen 4 
more perfect Underſtanding herein, I ſhall attempt to ſhew | 
them what Conſcience is, and about what it is employ'd, | 
Well, let us hear him. Nom Conſcience (ſays he) is af; 
Power or Faculty in Man, whereby having compar'd hus | 


Actions with the Laws of God, he paſſeth a Judgment on 


them accordingly, approving them when they agree with, | 


and condemmng them when they contraditt the ſame. 


Surely this Man was born to blunder, and did I not | 
know him to he my Country man, I ſhould have taken | 


him for a Tereve, by his Manner of Writing. One 
Moment he falls unmercifully upon the Diſſenters for 
their great Ignorance, and the very next is guilty of 
the ſame thing himſelf, which he thought entitled them 
to that Invective; for then he quarrell'd with them for 
meaning by Conſcience, that their Judgment is ſo and 
o; and now in defining Conſcience, fays, 'Tis that 
rower or Faculty in Man, whereby having compar'd 


his Actions with the Laws of God, he paſſeth a Juds- f 
ment, &c. Now 1 allow, ſtrictly ſpeaking, * Conſci- 


ence is no more than the Judgment which a Man paſſes 
upon himſelf, as he is ſubject to the Laws of God; or 
according to Mr. Loch, A Man's own Opinion of the 


Vravity or Rectitude of his own Actions. But yet I | 
can't conceive that the Diſſenters are the only Perſons 


who in common Talk, uſe it in a more lax Senſe. Sup- 


pole, for Inſtance, any one ſhould deſire me to tell 


him ſincerely, whether I thought the little Book be- 


fore me was written by Mr. S e, or not, and at- 


ter having examin'd his Qualifications, and alſo the 
Book it ſelf, and then comparing them together, my 


Judgment ſhould determine me in the Affirmative, 
ande ſhould fay, That tho' ſome were of a quite con- 
irary Opinion, I verily believ'd in my Conſcience, he 
alone was the Author of it, and that a certain Clergy- 
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man of the ſame Name was 4 Man of too mach Senſe 
to have any Hand in it; adding withal, that on my 


* Þ Cunſcience | thought whilit he was writing it, he had 


much better been ſaying his Prayers. Would any one 


* | laugh at me (at ſuch a Time) and fay, I had made an 


* improper and impertinent Uſe of the Word Conſci- 
. _ ? Surely none but a very Impertinent Fellow would 
do lo. 
hut then after all, this Definition of Conſcience is as 
much in Favour of the Diſſenters, as cou'd well be de- 
| fired; for if it de a Faculty in Man, whereby he 1s a- 
ble to compare his Actions with the Laws of God, and 
: afterwards to ya a Judgment on them accordingly, 
iſſenters having this Faculty, have like- 
= wiſe a Right to make Uſe of it, and maugre all the 
' Threats and Sophiſtry of wicked and cunning-Men, 
+ ought to act according to the laſt Determination of their 
Judgment. For, as he ſays, by pleading Conſcience, 
ö they plead God's Authority. And as it would be fin- 
ful in any one, to deſire it, ſo a Good Man can no 
more reſiſt the Convictions of his own Mind, than he 
can refuſe his Aſſent to any Propoſition that is Ma- 
thematically demonſtrated to him. From whence it 
tolloweth, that if a Diſſenter has compar'd that Ac- 
tion of his, of ſeparating from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
with the Laws of God, and finds it to be agreeable 
thereto, he is oblig'd to continue in his Separation, 
And the Caſe which our Author brings of Perer and 
Paul, who tho' they were commanded by the Rulers 
of the People, not to ſpeak at all in the Name of Je ſus, 
choſe to obey God (Who had before commanded them 
to preach the Goſpel to every Creature) rather than Man, 
will not by any Means do to prove, as he would have it, 
that the only Excuſe there can be fer diſobeying the 
Laws of our Civil Governors, is an expreſs Law of God 
to the contrary. For as Chriſt has laid down and left 


behind him a Rule for his Church to go by, fo he has 
given a ſtrict Charge to all his Followers, not to * 
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add to, or diminiſh from it. Now if we do either of 
theſe, we are guilty of diſobeying the Commands of 
Chriſt; and therefore, tho' there be not a particular 
and expreſs Command in the Goſpel, not to do ſo or 
ſo, which our Civil Governors have requir'd of us, 
yet if the doing it ſhould appear to be the leaſt dero- 
gatory to this Rule of our Saviour, it is ſufficient to 
juſtifie us in refaling to obey them. Beſides, as I 


hinted before, our Civil Governors (and happy it is 
for us! we have now ſuch as are far from defiring it) 
have nothing to do with the Conſciences of hs as; | 

ey if 


nor indeed with their Actions, any farther than t 


relate to the Peace and Safety of the State; and that 
the Eccleſiaſtical Governors he ſpeaks of, have no more, 
is evident, not only for that they receive their Power * 
from the former, and therefore can't have a greater 
than thoſe from whence they deriv'd it; but alſo be- 


cauſe the Laws made by the Rulers of any one Church, 
can only be obligatory to ſuch as are Members of it. 


So that as the People I am juſtifying, are Members of 


particular and diſtin Churches of their own, they 
are no more bound by the Laws of any other, than 
the Subjects of Great Britain are by the Laws of France. 
And that the Diſſenters have Churches among them- 
ſelves, I ſhall take for granted, 'till our Author will 
pleaſe to prove that they want ſome things that are ef: 
ſenttal to their being ſo, which he has not here ſo 
mach as eſſay'd to do. But the Inference he draws 
from the Example above, is this. From hence (lays 
he) it appears, that Conſcience is concern'd in all Caſes 
where God hath given us any Law or Precept, but not 
elſewhere. In anſwer to which, I hope I have alrea- 
dy ſaid enough. © And, continues he, to pretend Con- 
© ſcience for refuſing thoſe things which God hath no 
© where forbid, or for doing what he hath no where 
© commanded, is in Effect ſaying, The Lord ſaith, al- 
© beit he hath not ſhaken. I am very much of this Gen- 
tleman's Mind, when he tells us, that to pretend Con- 
ſcience in thiſe Things which God has no where comman- 
ded, is in Effect Srying, The Lord ſaith, albeit he hath 
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not ſpoken, and therefore think thoſe worthy of great 
Blame who pretend Conſcience for being ſo tenacious 
Noone he Traditions, as to exclude all from their 

mmunion who refuſe them; which looks like being 
exact in the Tything of Mint, Anis, and Cummin, 
whilſt oy neglect the weightier Matters of Religion, 
But if he had been acquainted with the Hiſtory of our 
Reformation, he muſt have known that the Reformers; 
thoſe Glorious Standers-faſt in that Liberty where- 
with Chriſt had made them free, pleaded Conſcience 
for refuſing ſeveral Ceremonies which were no where 
exprelly forbidden in Scripture ; and their doing ſo, 
they did not think was ſaying the Lord ſaith, albeit he 
hath not ſpoken , nor was it teaching for Doctrine ei- 
ther the Commandments or Fancies of Men: But they 
declared the Reaſon why they did it, was, becauſe 
they thonght thoſe Things were an adding to the 
Words of the Book of God, againſt which ſo dread- 
ful a Doom is denounced. And therefore our Author 
has here apply'd thoſe two laſt-mention'd Portions of 
4+” og as aukwardly as he has done ſeveral others 

ore. 

* Having now (to uſe his own polite Phraſe) fully 
digeſted this Queſtion, we will be ſo kind to ourſelves, 
as to ask another, viz. 3. Whether in very Decd we do 
believe that Communion with the Eftabliſh'd Church is 


ſinful ? To which | anſwer, that ſome of the Diſſen- 


ters do in very Deed believe ſo; but ſince he has been 
pleaſed to ſet apart his Fourth and Laſt Queſtion pur- 
poſely for their uſe, I ſhall reſerve what J have to ſay 
on their Behalf till we come to it; and at preſent 
ſpeak ſomething in Defence of another ſort of Diſſen- 
ters, who tho they do not in very Deed believe that 
Communion with the Eſtabliſh'd Church is ſinful, yet 
are afraid that it is ſo, and therefore think they ought 
to avoid it.” Theſe are call'd Men of Scrupulous Con- 
ſciences, in whoſe Favour even Dr. Sacheverell himſelf 
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has 


1 
has ſpoke thus much, „* I would not, {9 he, here 
© be intended to caſt the leaſt invidious Reflection up- 
aon that Indutgence the Government has condeſcend- 
+ ed to give em, which I am ſure all thoſe that wiſh 
© well to our Church, are very ready to grant to 
* Conſciences truly Scrupulous.” Now this zealous 
Gentleman, and the reſt who wiſh fo well to the 

hurch, to be fare, would never fo readily give in to 
ſuch an Indulgence, if they really thought thoſe Men 
guilty of a Sin in ſeparating ; for that were to encou- 
rage them in it. So that the Queſtion before us ſeems 
to be impertinent, ſince 'tis allow'd, that if a Man's 
Conſcience be but truly Scrupulous, he may warranta- 
bly ſeparate. And a Writer well known among the 
Learned, diſcourſing on this Head, fays, || that © then 
© a Conſcience may be ſaid to be Scrupulons, when 
the Judgment of the Underſtanding is poſſeſſed with 
an anxious Fear, leſt the thing which we fancy to 
© be good, ſhould prove evil, or vice verſa. Now 
© (fays he) when ſuch Scruples are founded on probable 
© Arguments, the Action is to beJuſpenden, till they 
© can be taken away, and cleared up, either by the 
© Force of Arguments, or by the Authority of wiſe 
Men. And then he takes notice of a good Remedy. 


© hich Cartes preſcribes againſt Fluctuation of Mind, 


and the Bitings of Conſcience which precede an Ac- 
tion, viz. To accultom ourſelves to the forming of cer- 
© ta,n and determinate Judgments of all things that offer 
© rhemſelves to us. But (ceutinucs he) we muſt obſerve 
further, that theſe Judgmients ought to be drawn 
© from genuine and ſolid Science, or from Doctrine 
© of the Laws of Natufe, and from the Chriſtian Re- 
© ligion, purg'd from tlie vain Additions of ſuperſti- 
© fious Men. p 
But our Author goes on, and ſays, This, however it 


looks, ts not a need!eſs Queſtion, ſince tis obſervable, that 


many Men ſeem Cariſt tans at lirge, and can either go to 


Vd. his Sermon at St. Paul's, . 19. 
Puff. De Jur. Nat. & Gent. Lib. 1. Cap. 3. S. g. 
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Church, or to any other ſeparate Congregation, Ge, I 
don't underſtan 
* Chriſtians at large, except he would banter thoſe Men 
for having a larger degree of Charity than others, which 
I am ſure he has no reaſon to do; for if it be fo, tis 


what he means by s ſeeming: 


not only obſervable, as he faith, but likewiſe worthy 


of Imitation; ſince tis a very good Token of their be- 
ing better Chriſtians too, the Apoſtle having told 17 


* that without Charity all other Graces are of no Signifi- 


tration And I know not how they can better diſcover 
| that they have it, than by occaſionally joining in the 


Service of God with all People whom they think good 
Chriſtians, tho they do not entirely agree with them 
in what they think the right manner of doing it. But 
then, ſays the Diſcourſer, one would in Charity think, 
that when they come to Church, they do not think it un- 
lawful ſo to do; and if they may lawfully come once, why 
not always? To which [ anfiver, Suppoſe, Madam, 
you were to viſit a Relation who had for Dinner a 
Diſh of Meat which he extreamly lov'd himfelf, as well 
as his whole Family, but what was not fo grateful to 
your Taſte as another you uſed to have at Home; but 
yet for fear of giving Offence, and to let them know 
that you did not angrily deſpiſe it, you were willing 
for once to content yourſelf with ſuch a Dinner; does 
it follow that becauſe your Stomach would once take 
it on theſe Conſiderations, therefore you ought always 
to dine upon the ſame Diſh ? Or that therefore it 
would be unmannerly to have any other? Why thus 
it is with theſe People; they will, to teſtify their 
Love, now and then content themfelves with the Ser- 
vice they meet with at Cyzrch, but ſince they know 
they have a Right to worſhip God in ſuch a manner 
as they think moſt proper, kad rather chuſe, for a 
couſtancy, to do it atter that which is uſed in their 
own Congregations. | 

The Diſcourſer adds: For if it be lawful, ſays he, to 
communicate with the National Church, it muſt certainly 
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be finful to ſeparate from it, ſince nothing but ſinful Terms 

Communion can juſtiſie a Separation from an Eſftabliſh'd 

ch. Now, tho' this only relates to a few of the 
Diſſenters, and is what was included too in the An- 
ſwer made to the former Part of this formidable Ar- 
gnment, yet as I have Reaſon to think, hin worthy 
Gentlemen, whoſe Piety I daren't cali in Queſtion, 
are particularly aim'd at by it, I would adqviſ: our 
Diſcourſer to conſider moreover, that Occ-fio 1s may 
happen, whereby it may be put into the Pow >: 
ſich Perſons to do more Service to God ani thzir 2 
try by Conforming, and then they may lawfully de: 
and be very conſiſtent with their Principles too, For 
tho' *tis true, conſidering the matter ſimpliciter, they 
had rather communic2t2 with their own Churches than 
than any where elſe, yet if ſuch Opportnnity offer, the 
fame Reaſon which fixt their Choice before in ſepaxa- 


ting from the National Church, will have equal Force. 
now in prompting them to conform to it; and they 


think they ought at all Times to deny themſelves of 
any Pleaſure or Conveniency, for the Sake of the Pub- 
lick Good. 

What I have already faid, to prove that the Civil 


Magiſtrate was never inveſted by God Almighty, with. 


ſuch a Power as our Diſcourſer attributes to him, is 
more than enoueh to invalidate his ſay ing, that nothing 


but ſinful Terms of Communion can juftiſie a Separation 
from an Eftabliſy/d Church. And 'tis as evident as well 
from what he has ſaid herein, as from the Conceſſions 


Jam told he has often made in Converſation, that 


according to his own Notion of a National Church, 


he is an Occaſional Cinformiſt himſelf, and that of the 


worſt Sort to; for if, thro' the contingent Alteration 


of Supream Magiſtrates, the Conſtitution of the Church 
ſhovld be ſubverted, and alternatively chang'd from E- 
piFeopacy to Presbytery never ſo often, this Gentleman 
is always ready to change his Religion too, becauſe 


he'll be obedient to his Superiors forſooth. Now there 


is another Sore of People in the World, who carry 
Ko Argument ſtill farther; according to whom, 3s it 
Was 


( 29 ) 


was impofſ}þ!2 that ever Chriſtianity could have been 
eftablit'd at fclt, fo all thoſ> who were concern'd in 
extirpating wa was Wickedly paum'd upon the 
World for it, Were no better than ſo many impious 


Rebels and Schiſmaticks, and all Pref ant- Churches 
in Europe are: 1 
| ſo, and therefore, are oblig d with the moſt Hearty 
| Repentance, to return to that Mother of Harlots, the 
| Grand Whore 61 None, 


Jeſs gnilty, as long as they continue 


| But God be praiſed! the ve- 
ry Reverſe to ſuch Doctrine as this, ſeems now likely 
to prevail, 8 f. abroad and at Home; Which as it af- 
for4s all true Proteſtants a Glorious Proſpect of being 


made happy in the preſent, as well as a future World, 
ſo it fills their Minds with the molt exceſſive Joy, and 


their Hearts with the loudeſt Thankſgivings, to him 


who has the diſpofing of all Hearts, and who in a Mo- 
meat can open the Eyes of whole Nations, as he once 
did, in that Space of Time, thoſe of a perſecuting and 
cruel Saal. | 


But, ſays our Author, * there are ſeme who: ſay, that 
they do indeed believe our Communion us ſinful; and for 
that Reaſon they neither can, nor will joyn therein. Well, 
and what has he to ſay to ſuch then, ſince he himſelf 
grants, that ſinful Terms of Communion will juſtifie 
a Separation from an Eſtabliſh'd Church. O why he 
very gravely. eatreats ſuch to ask themſelves this other 
Queſtion, wiz. 4. How they came by ſuch a Belief? An 
Arch Wag this; he is reſolv'd to ſtop their Mouths 
for the preſent however: He is not content that a 
Man is come Twenty or Thirty Miles to ſee him, but 
eer he will venture to embrace him as a Friend, he 
muſt neeeds know of him, How he came to find the 
Way? And this (ſays he) is a very neceſſary Queſti- 
an, becauſe Men are apt to put Cheats and Fullacies ug 
on themſelves. Juſt as if "4 ſhould go into the Shop, 
and ſay to a certain Wool-Comber, who had given ocu- 
lar Demonſtration of his being well versd in thar 


Trade, by getting Ten or Twelve Shillings a Week 
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at it, Hark ye honeſt Friend, 'tis true, I fee ſome of 
your Performances here, but I muſt tell you, Men are 
5 to put Cheats and Fallacies upon themſelves, and 
therefore 1 would entreat yon, before you earn one 
Penny more, to ask your ſelf this Queſtion, viz. How 
you came to be ſo good a'Comber ? Or, as if I ſhould fay | 
to the ſame Man, who afterwards appear'd under 4 
more Publick Cliaracter, by writing a Book; Sir, you 


are pleas d to ſay Indeed, that you compos'd this, and 


afterwards order'd it to be printed, but for my Part | 
don't think you can be fatisfy'd of the Truth of it, | 
anlefs you will firſt ask your ſelf, How you came to | 
be {ach a ſhrewd young Fellow as to be able to do it? 
But |] am perfectly aſham'd to dwell any longer | 
here; nor will any thing I am able to fay make it. | 


look more ridiculous than it does already of it ſelf; ( 


and therefore þ muſt acquaint my Brother Layman, 
that tho' it is not impoſiible but he might be half a- 
wake when he ſtated his other Queſtions, he could 
be no otherwiſe than dreaming, whilſt he put this. 
For when I am ask'd, Whether or no l do believe 
that Communion with the Eſtabliſh'd Church is ſin- 
ful; before I can give a requiſite Anſwer, I muſt con- 
ſider the Arguments there are both for and againſt it, . |: 
and when I have done fo, form a Judgment accord- 
ly. But after I have given my firm Aſſent on one ſide 
or the other, and do in Truth believe, what need 1 
ask my felf a new, lam I came to do it? It muſt be 
conſeſo'd indeed, we are liable to Miſtake, and there- 
fore to be the more ſure, we ſhould make a RefleRi- 
upon theſe Things again and again; but this is before 
we firmly believe, and is comprzhended under the 
foregoing Queries. 

So that you ſee, Midam, tis impoſſible for me to 
advance any thing under this Head, without repeat- 
ing what he occaiion'd me to ſay before, which (tho' 
Jam willing enongh to oblige the D:fcourſer } I ſhall 
he more merciful both to you and my felf than to do. 
Yer { can't chuſe but ſay, it much furprizes me, 
That us ſhould here jo vehomeatly urge (as he has 
before 


4 


„ People, whom 


CO a” IEA . 2 
4+ Sri adm W 


(31) 
before often inſinuated ) that the preſent Diſſenters 
act in direct Diſobedience to the Laves of their Gover- 
nors, & by ſeparating from the Eſtabliſh'd Church; 
ſince it was impoſlible for him not to know that there 
is a Law in being, commonly call'd The Toleration Att, 
which gives Liberty of Conſcience to all Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; and therefore either he muſt be ſtupid to 
an uncommon Degree, or elſe, like ſome other pre- 
tended Loyalifts, he reckons this and all the reſt of the 
' Statutes made fince the late happy Revolution, to be of 
no Obligation; if this laſt be the Caſe, I heartily pi- 
ty him, but hope he and all his Brethren, will e'er 
long be made to Feel the contrary. And they may 
now conſider, to their great Mortification too, that 


His preſent Majeſty, the moſt Politick, and Wiſeſt as 


well as Greateſt and Beſt of Princes, hath on many 
! Occaſions been pleaſed to declare his Affection for thoſe 

Ke Men would repreſent as deſerving 
the ſevereft Treatment, placing 1'2m amongſt the 
Number of his moſt dutiful Subjects; and has more 
than once given his Royal Word, that he will not 


fail to maintain them in their juſt Rights and Privi- 


' ledges. 

Thus, Madam, 1 think I have now plainly made 
appear, that the noiſie Triumph with which ſome 
Men abounded on Account of this Piece, could pro- 
ceed from no other Reaſon, than that the Author of 
it was onde a Difſenter himſelf, joyn'd with the Con- 
ſideration of his being a Layman; and therefore I am 
in Hopes that I have now punctually perform'd my 
* Promiſe, and anſfwer'd your Requeſt, which I have 
endeavour'd to do with as little Prolixity as poſſible. 
If what I have ſaid, prove of that uſe to ſome People, 
which you was willing to make me belicve it would, 
I ſhall very much rejoyce: And tho' it may diſpleaſe 
others that are bigotted, of what Sort ſoever, it ſhall 
not give me an anxious Thought, becaule 'tis Satisfac- 
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who is not biaſs'd to 127 gide or n but judge 
of efefy. Thing by that Reaſon God mighty | atf 

ven 
n l lat add further, en twere wall if thete were 
* . for Diſputes of this Kind hetween Prbrt 
4 bat that we coult be content to let every one 
25 Gor! according to his Conſcience; and make 1 
our Bauſineſs to ꝓromotęe Lote and Good' Works, ac- 
counting thoſe the beſt Chriſtians, and thetefore the 
beſt Churchmen, who lead; the belt Lives. For Non 
ſure, we ougltt at A. dre efpecially, to leav 
fighting one agai inſt ano her, an ' heartily! ſoyn out 
orces,- and be vigitant and iMive abaltiſt the 'Comminr 
Eren, who we find ate ready with 5 Months, 
8 we give them an Op Opportatity, to devonr 
us all; fron e Derburitles an ettres of whom, 
as well as from their Nonſenſical and 14olotrons Re 
gion Good Lord deliver uus. | 
have now only to aſſure you, that 1 do with no 
leſs Readineſs than e acknowledge my ſelf, 
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